154         CHRISTIAN  AGNOSTICISM:

But there the curtain falls ;   " the rest remaineth
unrevealed."

Lord, said one, are they few that be saved ? And
men have gone on asking like questions ever since.
But Jesus refused to answer. To all such He has
but one reply : It is not for you to know. And yet
still we go on discussing the affairs of the world to
come, saying what is to happen at death and
judgment, who are to be lost, and who are to be
saved, as if a chart of the future lay unrolled before
our eyes, and doing it all sometimes with a quiet,
easy confidence which may well make sensitive
souls shudder. It is all wrong ; it is all wrong.
These are the things that the Father hath set
within His own authority. Who are we that we
should dare to break the silence of Christ ? Who
are we that we should seek to pick the lock of
God's shut door ? There are things that are
revealed, and they belong unto us and to our
children ; and there are secret things which belong
only to God ; in heaven's name let us leave them
there.

3. But the matter in regard to which the re-
minder of our ignorance is most sharply needed
is the method of the Divine government, the ways
of God with men. There is, indeed, something
truly amazing in the confidence with which men will
embark on these high themes. Listen to the talk